[Maternal mortality at the Tokoin Lome University Hospital Center from 1990 to 1992].
190 deaths of mothers per 24,668 deliveries with 21,603 live births were recorded at the Gynaecology-Obstetrics clinic of the CHU Tokoin hospital, Lome, between 1st January 1990 and 31st December 1992. Maternal mortality was estimated to be 379.5 per 100,000 live births and this incidence is increasing. The main risk factors are a low level of education, mothers less than 20 years or more than 35 years in age, first births and high multiparity. Referred patients were most frequently involved (148 deaths out of the 190 reported). The most frequent aetiological factors were haemorrhage (53 deaths), infection (50 deaths), anaemia (39 deaths) and preeclampsia (10 deaths). These factors reflect the shortcomings of the pre-natal monitoring and care provided in our health centres and hospitals. Improvement in the living conditions of women and a change in the health policy of the country could help to reduce maternal mortality rates.